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[English Abstract]

Expectation and reality regarding the “Strategic
Cooperation and Partnership Relationship”
between South Korea and China: testing

alliance theories and recent experiences

PARK, Hwee Rhak | Associate Professor in Kookmin University

This paper identifies the limit of relations between South Korea and China
and recommends a practical future relationship for the two countries. For this
purpose, it applies theories of alliances and security cooperation and analyzes
Chinese policies regarding the sinking of the South Korean warship Cheonan,
the North Korean artillery attack on Yeonpyeong Island and the proposed
deployment of THAAD by the U.S. to South Korea.

This paper finds that the “strategic cooperation and partnership relationship”
between South Korea and China does not contribute much to South Korean
national security. The two countries do not have a serious common threat to
unite them, do not share common security interests and do not trust each other.
For example, China strongly supported North Korea after the sinking of the
Cheonan and North Korean artillery attack on Yeonpyeong Island in 2010. It
opposed the U.S. move to deploy THAAD interceptor missiles to South Korea
to protect U.S. forces in South Korea. The partnership relationship between
South Korea and China did not provide expected results in real situations.

South Korea needs to recognize the reality of its relationship with China,
while trying to improve the relationship. It should not forget to prioritize its
alliance with the U.S. It should try to make differences in economic, social and
cultural sectors rather than security fields in its relationship with China. An
accurate and realistic recognition of the limits of relations with China will
allow South Korea to continue cooperation with China with better results.

Key Words | South Korea—China relation, partnership, alliance, South Korea—U.S,
Alliance, Balancer.
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